INDUSTRY BUZZ, PRODUCTS AND EVENTS

Eco wins energy efficiency award

Small business enterprise, Eco-lnsula-
tion, beats global corporations in energy
efficiency usage. It has become the norm
to hear of the strides made by giant com-
panies and global corporations in the field
of energy efficiency and sustainable use of
the planet's resources,

But a small business enterprise based
in Cape Town has pipped the giants to the
postin being awarded the Southern African
Association for Energy Efficiency’s Excel-
lence Award in 2008.

The Southern African Association for
Energy Efficiency (SAEE) is one of 67 inter-
national chapters of the American Associa-
tion of Energy Engineers (AEE) and it is very
active in southern Africa, especially since
the energy crisis during 2006 and 2008,

The recipient company of the Excellence
Award 2008, Eco-Insulation accepts old
newspapers from recyclers and converts
them via a low energy milling process into
dry pulp, resembling cotton wool.

Once treated with an environmentally
friendly fire retardant, this material can
be safely pumped into the roof above the
ceiling. In the roof it mats together and
provides a thick layer of stable insulation
T - 140 mm deep.

This acts as a barrier to the entry of heat
in summer and to the exit of heat from
the building during winter. The product is
officially fire rated B/B1/2, meaning no
spread of flame, and carries SA Bureau of
Standards approval under code 1381-6.

Eco-Insulation founder, Cecil Homan,
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Eco-Insulation founder, Cecll Homan.

is passionate about the future of Eco-In-
sulation, which previously earned him a
Western Cape Productivity Award in 2006.
He says the average temperature inside an
insulated building can be as much as 10
degrees C lower on a hot day. ©

The recycling of paper waste into in-
sulating material also provides a lower
embedded energy solution than recycling
it back into printing material. So it benefits
the environment”™, he says, Of course, the
energy-saving potential of fitting the ceiling
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or cavity walls of every building with such
a product is enormous and this is why the
product was nominated for the SAAEE
award in the first place.

According to the Award citation, Eco-
Insulation has established in just 3 years,
not only a high-performing cellulose-based
insulation product, but has also expanded
to an agency network of over 12 trained in-
staller sub-contracting businesses around
South Africa,

The company achieved SABS compli-
ances in a record time. As a building
material inside peoples’ homes and work
environments, Homan regarded product
safety as paramount, so he pursued na-
tional building standard approvals and
fire safety compliances upfront during the
product design phase.

“Eco-Insulation has made the business
of energy-efficiency highly accessible to
persons who have the drive to start their
own installer operations, and particularly
accessible to homeowners, contractors
and developers who want a turnkey service
for installing thermal and acoustic insula-
tion on site. Upstream, Eco-Insulation has
stimulated recycling because it is made
from recycled newsprint arising from vari
ous waste streams”, reads the citation.

The business continues to expand and
seeks entrepreneurs who share its passion
for promoting energy efficiency in South
Africa and are willing to invest in becom-
ing accredited agents in various regions of
the country.
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